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British Online Archives offers a unique opportunity for JISC member institutions to make 
significant savings on twenty of its most popular primary source collections. 

This will allow students and researchers to benefit from expanded access to primary resources, 
helping them gain a greater understanding of their chosen subjects. 

Our collections cover a diverse range of subjects and time periods ranging from colonialism 
and the world wars to political activism and military intelligence. 

Collections made available on the framework have been selected based on their relevance to 
subjects and course modules currently being taught and researched in British universities.

All are multi-disciplinary. 

The main ethos of the purchasing scheme is simple: the more you buy, the more you could save.
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Containing 227,246 pages belonging to 309 documents housed in 14 volumes.

PREMIER COLLECTIONS

britishonlinearchives.digital

Establishing the Post-War International Order, 1944-1961

http://www.britishonlinearchives.digital/


Establishing the Post-War 
International Order, 1944-1961

This collection, curated in association 
with the National Archives (UK), provides 
an unparalleled insight into the political, 
economic, and military foundations of the 
post-war international order. 

The materials, which are diverse in 
nature, cover a wide range of subject 
matter, shedding light on the perspectives 
of various state and non-state actors 
during periods of both cooperation and 
conflict. The United Nations (UN), 
Marshall Plan, World Bank, International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), and 
European Economic Community (EEC), 
to name but a few examples, are all 
accounted for. 
 

In addition to diplomatic files relating 
to key organisations, agreements, and 
events, records of global commodity 
prices, including gold, oil, and food, fea-
ture heavily. 

Most of the documents are derived from 
the annals of the British Board of Trade 
(i.e. BT 64), Cabinet Office (i.e. CAB 128), 
Foreign Office (i.e. FO 371), and Treasury 
(i.e. T 274). 

Brought together here for the first time, 
these files are intended for use by 
academics working across the 
humanities and social sciences, from 
History and International Relations to 
Economics and International Law.

“This resource will be of great use to 
researchers and students from different 
disciplines who wish to understand the 
treaties, institutions, and norms that led 
to the emergence and endurance of the 
post-war order and Cold War.”

Dr. Bleddyn Bowen, University of Leicester

Study the institutions, treaties, and events that shaped the post-war 
world, from Bretton Woods to the Berlin Wall

Global governance, geopolitics, 
and international political 
economy during the early 
Cold War
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Containing 144,428 pages belonging to 307 documents housed in 13 volumes.

PREMIER COLLECTIONS

britishonlinearchives.digital

Colonial Africa in Official Statistics, 1821-1953
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Colonial Africa in Official Statistics, 
1821-1953

The late nineteenth century ‘Scramble 
for Africa’ saw European colonial powers 
carve up the African continent between 
themselves. 

The United Kingdom controlled the largest 
portion of territory, with its Colonial Regu-
lations requiring an ‘Annual Blue Book’ to 
be submitted from each colony to the 
British Colonial Office. The Blue Book 
was an attempt to standardise statisti-
cal reports, primarily covering economic 
development as well as demographic, 
ecclesiastical, and public records.

This collection contains Blue Books and 
other archival material from 13 British 
colonies and protectorates in Africa 
compiled during the period 1821-1953. 

The standardised nature of the Blue 
Books enables comparisons to be drawn 
geographically (between colonies) and 
over time on issues from the slave trade 
and colonial economic practice to 
education and public health.    

The materials are accompanied by two 
contextual essays: one by Professor Erik 
Green on European settler agriculture 
and exploitation of local labour in 
colonial Africa; and another by Dr. Felix 
Meier zu Selhausen on the origins and 
consequences of Christian missionary 
activities on the continent.

“The Government Apprentices (late slaves) 
who, on account of their age or infirmity, 
[were] unable to earn a livelihood, were 
unwilling to be emancipated with the 
others in 1827”

Cape of Good Hope, Blue Book 1841

Study over a century of British colonial rule in Africa through official 
government statistics

African Blue Books, 1821-1953
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Containing 180,875 pages belonging to 41 documents housed in 8 volumes.

PREMIER COLLECTIONS
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Prosecuting the Holocaust: 
British Investigations into Nazi Crimes,
1944-1949

During the Second World War, the Nazi 
state was responsible for the systematic 
enslavement and extermination of millions 
of Jews. 

Other groups, such as Russian prisoners 
of war, Slavs, Sinti and Romani, homosex-
uals, the disabled, and political opponents 
of the regime were also targeted. After 
Germany’s surrender, Allied forces estab-
lished a series of military tribunals, known 
as the Nuremberg Trials, to bring the 
architects and perpetrators of these 
crimes to justice.

Drawn from The National Archives (UK) 
and United States Holocaust Memori-
al Museum, this collection contains a 
wealth of information regarding the British 
government’s efforts to investigate and 

prosecute Nazi crimes during the peri-
od 1944-1949. The evidence gathered 
sheds light on almost every aspect of the 
Holocaust, from the concentration camp 
system to the mass murder of the “incur-
ably sick” in psychiatric hospitals. More 
importantly, it gives a voice to the victims 
of these atrocities, many of whom testi-
fied about their experiences immediately 
after the war. 

The files include materials from the WO 
309 (War Office: Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s Office; British Army of the Rhine 
War Crimes Group), WO 311 (War Office: 
Judge Advocate General’s Office; Military 
Deputy’s Department), and WO 235 (War 
Office: Judge Advocate General’s Office; 
War Crimes Case Files) series.

“This collection is an important and crucial 
resource, painstakingly compiled, for 
those working in the field of Holocaust 
Studies. It is absolutely essential for future 
research and scholarship.”

Dr. Stefan Hördler, Director of the Mittelbau-Dora 
Concentration Camp Memorial

Bringing Nazis to justice and giving victims a voiceTestimony of and interviews with 
victims and alleged perpetrators
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AVAILABLE COLLECTIONS

Apartheid Through the Eyes of South African 

Political Parties, 1948-1994

Apartheid was a system of white minority rule that 
prevailed in South Africa for much of the 20th 
century. This collection contains various materials 
published by political parties on both sides of the 
racial and ideological divide.

BBC Handbooks, Annual Reports and 

Accounts, 1927-2002

This collection contains handbooks, annual reports 
and accounts published by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) between 1927 and 2002

BBC Listener Research Department 

Reports, 1937-c.1950

This collection contains Audience Research 
Reports compiled by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation’s (BBC) Listener Research 
Department (LRD) between 1937 and 1950. 

4 5 6

Containing 10,298,247 pages belonging to 51 documents 
housed in 4 volumes.

Containing 23,247 pages belonging to 116 documents 
housed in 2 volumes

Containing 7,499 pages belonging to 33 documents 
housed in 4 volumes.
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British Labour Party Papers, 1906-1969

The Labour Party was founded in 1900 to rep-
resent the interests of trade unions and work-
ing-class voters. In political terms, it has often been 
characterised as a “broad church”, encompassing a 
range of left and centre-left viewpoints. 

British Officers’ Diaries from World War 1, 

1914-1919

The First World War involved soldiers of different 
ranks as well as non-combatants. A range of these 
diaries are included in this collection. The diaries 
reveal what life was like for the average British 
soldier in the Battle of the Somme and later battles 
of Ypres.

8 9

Containing 13,214 pages belonging to 38 documents 
housed in 5 volumes.

Containing 6,671 pages belonging to 38 documents 
housed in 7 volumes.

British Government Information and 
Propaganda, 1939-2009

The Central Office of Information (COI) was a 
British government department established in 
1946 as the successor to the wartime Ministry 
of Information (MOI). 

Contents of this collection are coming soon... 
Email us to receive further information on this collection release.
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Colonial Law in Africa, 1920-1945

Originally known as the ‘Government Gazettes’, 
each item contains the colonial laws for the year 
they were published. The legal records also 
include property for sale, probate records and 
bankruptcy notices. This is the second part of the 
three part series ‘Colonial Law in Africa’.

Colonial Law in Africa, 1920-1945

These gazettes contain copies of the laws and 
ordinances which were introduced in the years 
they cover. Each item was originally published as 
the Government Gazette for a colony and year. 
Their contents include tenders of property, probate 
records and insolvency notices. 

AVAILABLE COLLECTIONS
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Containing 144,428 pages belonging to 307 documents 
housed in 13 volumes.

Containing 197,084 pages belonging to 103 documents 
housed in 12 volumes.

The British Union of Fascists: Newspapers 

and Secret Files, 1933-1951

Part of British Online Archives’ Politics and Protest 
series, the resources contained within this col-
lection chart the rise and fall of fascism in Britain 
during the 1930s and 1940s, with a particular focus 
on Oswald Mosley’s blackshirt movement. 
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Containing 14,285 pages belonging to 25 documents 
housed in 10 volumes.
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Communisms and the Cold War, 1944-1986

This collection contains reports and other records 
compiled by the Communist Party of Great Britain’s 
(CPGB) International Department between 1944 
and 1986—a period which begins immediately after 
the dissolution of the Communist International 
(Comintern) and ends shortly before the collapse of 
the Soviet Union.

Life under Nazi Rule: Reports by Anti-Fascists 

in Occupied Europe, 1933-1945

This collection contains two newsletters published 
by the Internationale Transportarbeiter-Föderation/
International Transport Workers’ Federation (ITF), 
a pan-European trade union, between 1933 and 
1945. 

Military Intelligence Files: Land, Sea & Air, 

1938-1974

Part of British Online Archives’s wide-ranging World 
Wars series, the resources contained within this 
collection shed light on the activities and attitudes 
of British military intelligence agencies during the 
Second World War and Cold War.

13 14 15

Containing 16,959 pages belonging to 33 documents 
housed in 10 volumes.

Containing 2,016 pages belonging to 17 documents 
housed in 2 volumes.

Containing 73,344 pages belonging to 23 documents 
housed in 12 volumes.
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Secrecy, Sabotage, and Aiding the 
Resistance

When the British and American security services 
went to war together, their targets included morale, 
supplies and governments. Sabotage training and 
supplying rebels in occupied countries weakened 
the enemy.

Records from Bethlem Royal Hospital, 
1559-1932

Bethlem Royal Hospital is a psychiatric facility in 
London. It was established as a priory of the Order 
of St Mary of Bethlehem in 1247, before beginning 
to care for mentally ill patients sometime in the 14th 
century. 

AVAILABLE COLLECTIONS

1817

Containing 59,215 pages belonging to 116 document-
housed in 11 volumes.

Contents of this collection are coming soon... 
Email us to receive further information on this collection release.

Paris Peace Conference and Beyond, 

1919-1939

The Paris Peace Conference was a meeting of 
Allied diplomats that took place in the aftermath 
of the First World War. Its purpose was to impose 
peace terms on the vanquished Central Powers 
and establish a new international order.
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Containing 52,343 pages belonging to 57 documents 
housed in 9 volumes.
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Transatlantic Civil Society in Periodicals, 
1768-1925

This collection contains a series of American 
Journals, magazines, and trade papers published 
in the United Kingdom and continental Europe 
from 1768 to 1925—a period that encompasses 
everything from the Boston Tea Party to the First 
World War.

World News in Indian Newspapers, 1782-1908

Part of our wide-ranging Power and Preachers 
series, this collection contains copies of three 
English language newspapers published in India 
during the period 1782-1908: 

19 20

Scan or click the QR Code to 
view the entire collection on 

our designated page

Containing 17,226 pages belonging to 21 documents 
housed in 5 volumes.

Containing 111,913 pages belonging to 106 documents 
housed in 3 volumes.
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