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carefully sourced from private and public archives, such as The National TR

Archives (UK) and British Library, our unique primary source collections
cover over 500 years of world history.
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They boast extensive documentation from across the globe, providing
invaluable source material for students, educators, and researchers working
within a range of scholarly disciplines, including history, politics, sociology,
and international relations. Our fascinating digital holdings offer insights
into global historical events and trends, typically through a British lens. They
serve to broaden our understanding of history, and help us to make sense
of contemporary social, cultural, economic, and political landscapes.
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Related Collections

Our primary source collections are organised thematically so as to enhance
user experience and boost discoverability. Via careful reflection on our
archival holdings, and in dialogue with scholars, we have grouped our
collections under key historical themes.
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West Africa Magazine, 1917-2003, falls under the broad themes of
“Colonialism and Empire”, “Culture and Society”, and “Media and
Communications”. You can explore these themes by scanning the QR codes,
where you will find related collections, such as British Colonial Rule in the
Cape of Good Hope and Basutoland, 1854—1910, and Colonial Africa in
Official Statistics, 1821-1953.
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West Africa Magazine, 1917-2003




West Africa Magazine, 1917-2003

Sourced from our microfilm archive, this comprehensive run of West Africa,
spanning 1917 to 2003, offers remarkable insights into a period of significant
transformation across Africa and the wider world. Through reports, intellectual
debate, letters, opinion columns, and photographic coverage, West Africa
charted the transition from British rule to independence across Nigeria, the
Gold Coast (later Ghana), Sierra Leone, and The Gambia. While its core focus
remained British colonial territories throughout West Africa, the magazine also
reported extensively on French West Africa. It likewise followed events and
debates across central, eastern, and southern Africa.

Originally published in London and aimed at British “coasters” employed by
British trading companies and the UK government’s Colonial Office, following
the Second World War, West Africa underwent a process of “Africanisation”.
Increasingly, its editorial team addressed an African readership, focusing on
nationalist movements and leaders and, subsequently, the political turbulence
of the post-independence era.

The magazine became a platform for the international consumption of West
African news, politics, economics, history, and culture. From 1979, it was run
by West Africans, having been purchased by The Daily Times, Nigeria’s state

paper.

The pages of West Africa reflect and document key events and trends within
twentieth-century African and global history. Its extensive English-language
coverage of francophone and anglophone affairs across West Africa makes it
particularly valuable for the study of modern colonialism and decolonisation.
It will likewise appeal to students, educators, and researchers situated within
the fields of social, cultural, and political history, as well as those pursuing
literary studies.
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“If 1960 brings the decisive turn-over from colonialism to independence, it also
brings the first real test of independence. From now on political interest in
Africa, and particularly in West Africa, begins to swing from independence itself
to the relations of the independent African states with each other”

West Africa (2 January 1960).
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West Africa surveyed important cultural trends. For example, it spotlighted West
African views of the British Empire Exhibition of 1924-25, as well as the activities
of social and sports clubs throughout West Africa. From 1978, the magazine took

greater interest in fiction and poetry. The Booker Prize-winning novelist, Ben Okri,

was appointed Literary Editor in 1981.

West Africa came to achieve a
weekly circulation of 22,000, split
evenly between Africa, Europe,
and North America. Its readership
shifted away from British expatri-
ates to African readers, particularly
eth-century Africa. politicians and intellectuals.

Having transitioned from a colonial
publication to one that promoted
West African accounts of politics,
history, and culture, the magazine
remains an invaluable source of
primary documentation on twenti-
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West Africa became a key advertis- West Africa was a forum for critical
ing platform. Ads reflected its grow- discussion, examining issues such
ing African readership, as well as as race and notions of European su-
the interests of European investors. periority. It highlighted the breadth
Campaigns like UAC’s 1959 “men of of African culture, maintaining that
tomorrow” celebrated progressive equality was essential to Africa’s
African businessmen. future.

Upon its initial publication in 1917, West Africa joined an established tradition of
news publishing in West Africa, a region better served by the print press than other
areas under British colonial rule. While Charles Bannerman’s Accra Herald (later
the West Africa Herald) was first published in 1858 and the Yoruba newspaper

Iwe Irohin (The Paper with the News) was established in 1859, East African news
publishing did not take off until the twentieth century, with the African Standard
(known as the East African Standard from 1905) appearing in 1902.

The “Africanisation” of West Africa was influenced by the proliferation of Afri-
can-run publications, such as The Nigeria Daily Times (subsequently The Daily
Times). Established in 1926 and edited by Ernest Ikoli, it was critical of the British
colonial administration. Nnamdi Azikwe’s West African Pilot and African Morning
Post, the latter co-founded with the Sierra Leonean journalist, I. T. A. Wallace-John-
son, were influenced by Azikwe’s encounters with Black radical journalism in the
United States. West Africa’s coverage of, and contribution towards, nationalist
debates emerged from this burgeoning field of publishing.
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